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Commentary

The American Labor Movement is fast

becoming nearsighted; its vision grows blurry.

Maybe it is a function of age. Or perhaps, its

myopia is due to the cross pressures confronting

unions every single day. But whatever the cause,

what matters most gets fuzzier and fuzzier.

Improving the lives of its members is the first

imperative of any union. At the IAM, we do that at the bargaining

table every single day. And the return on investment – the ROI on the

dues IAM members pay – raises their standard of living year after year.

And yet, organized labor’s role in creating, maintaining and

defending North America’s broad middle class goes unrecognized.

That must change.

Now is the time to focus on our members. Their courage, their sac-

rifices, their willingness to fight for their families, their spirit of soli-

darity has altered this continent for the better, forever.

As the focus shifts to the indispensables of the American Labor

Movement – the members themselves – our clout can only grow. As

the unorganized see more clearly what our members have won, they

will recognize that it pays to belong to a union.

R. Thomas Buffenbarger
International President
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