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                Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Laura A. Hale and Petty Officer 3rd Class Martin Rodriguez do troubleshooting work in the radio room aboard the USS Bataan in Norfolk, Va., Aug. 18, 2016. Hale is an information systems technician; Rodriguez is an electronics technician. Navy photo by Seaman Apprentice Zachariah Grabill 
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                Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford, right, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, meets with Air Chief Marshal Stuart Peach, chief of the Defense Staff of the United Kingdom, at the Pentagon, Aug. 26, 2016. DoD photo by Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Dominique A. Pineiro
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                Sailors guide an MV-22 Osprey onto the amphibious assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard in the Philippine Sea, Aug. 24, 2016. The Richard is operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations to support security and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region. Navy photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class Diana Quinlan
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                Air Force Tech. Sgt. Frederic Pravato cuts through a cinder block wall at Francis S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton Beach, N.Y., Aug. 25, 2016. Pravato is a firefighter assigned to the New York Air National Guard's 106th Rescue Wing. Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Christopher S. Muncy
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                Defense leaders remain focused on efforts to strengthen relationships and modernize U.S. alliances in the Asia-Pacific region as a priority for 21st century security interests and sustaining U.S. global leadership.
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