McCain Health Care Plan Talking Points

The McCain Health Scheme: A Disaster for Working Families

· John McCain’s health care plan would be a disaster for working people.  He wants to tax people’s employer-provided health care benefits and give the insurance companies much more power over people’s health care. 

· The McCain plan is a scheme that only greedy insurance companies could love. It does nothing to reduce costs or improve quality and access to care and would force working families to fight insurance companies on their own.

· By taxing the benefits of middle-class workers and seeking to eliminate coverage people get at work, McCain is playing a dangerous game with our health.
· Ultimately, his plan would push people out of employer-provided insurance and into the private market to deal with insurance companies on their own.  For many people, that means more hurdles to jump through in seeing a doctor and in getting the prescriptions we need.   It would mean that many sick people and people with pre-existing conditions simply would have an even harder time finding health care than they do now.  

· Meanwhile, insurance companies - and John McCain’s friends who lobby for them - stand to make a killing. McCain’s plan to would deliver a $1.9 billion tax cut to the 10 largest health insurance and managed care companies.
· Quality health care would become like private jets – something available only to the very rich. CEOs and their families would get top-of-the-line medical treatments and everyone else would be left to fend on their own.   

· If McCain’s health plan sounds familiar it’s because it’s what George Bush already tried – and failed – to do.  

· McCain’s record speaks for itself - - he voted against health care for children in the SCHIP program and for billions in cuts to Medicare and Medicaid.  He even advocated for legislation that would put final say on care in the hands of HMOs, not patients and doctors.   

· At a time when most voters -- Republican and Democrat -- agree that we need broad reform to cover more Americans, reduce costs and improve quality of care, McCain's plan would actually sends us backwards on all three counts.  

· We need health care we can count on. We need health care that we can afford.  We need real health care reform that doesn’t rely on the kindness of insurance executives. In America, no one should go without health care.

McCain’s Growing Disconnect With Working Families

· Sen. McCain just doesn't get it. His answer to the health care crisis is more power for the insurance industry and fewer protections for working families. Does he really think the insurance industry has our interests at heart?

· America's working families are looking for serious proposals that would help turn around the economy. What they don't need is more sweetheart deals for lobbyists and wealthy corporate interests.

· Sen. McCain's been in Washington for too long if he thinks it's a good idea to turn over our health care to the insurance industry. His health scheme is just another example of the growing disconnect between McCain and working people who are feeling the squeeze in this rotten economy. 

· The bottom line: McCain's health scheme is a dream plan for the insurance industry and corporate lobbyists and a nightmare for working families.
