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HTUR/JS 4 March 2009

Haft Tapeh sugar workersunion arrests

Dear President,

| wrote to you only last month to protest agaimg tourt proceedings against five trade
union leaders, and now the communication officeeaRRakhashan, and the executive
board member Rahim Beshag have been arrested.

The ITUC understands that Rahim Beshag was arreste@2 February and on 28
February Reza Rakhashan had his home searched eamcash arrested. Mohammad
Heidari Mehr, Ghorban Alipour, Feridoun Nikoufardnd Jalil Ahmadi were equally
arrested around 2 to 3 March. We also understaadttie President of the union Al
Nejati have had to go into hiding. The ITUC hasrbé&gormed that plans to protest
against the continued detention of Rahim Beshagnuisbeen cancelled despite the
arrests on 2&ebruary, and there are fears that this could teachore arrests or the
issuance of arrest warrants.

The ITUC further understands that the court casetimeed above against the five trade
union leaders was concluded on 1 March at 2.30 qmal ltime. They were all charged
with ‘propaganda against the state’, for actioriateel to legitimate trade union activities
such as reclaiming wage arrears and defending hasikplace rights. The verdict is

supposed to be handed down in the coming days.

The ITUC is also very concerned by the informattbat it has received that Farzad
Kamangar is still in Evin prison and that he hasrbéold to write his will. The ITUC
denounces all forms of psychological pressureyterand the use of the death penalty. It
calls for an end too all executions in all courgriencluding Iran. The case of Farzad
Kamangar did not meet the standards of a fair, tiadl the Iranian authorities should stay
the execution immediately.

Furthermore, the ITUC is also very alarmed abowores that two Executive Board
members of the Vahed Syndicate have been summan#tSecret Police. We recall
that the President, Mansour Ossanloo and Viceid&es Ebrahim Madadi are still in
prison, and that this union has been and is siiljexted to severe repression.

ALL COMMUNICATION SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY - TOUTE LA CORRESPONDANCE DOIT ETRE ADRESSEE AU SECRETAIRE GENERAL
DER GESAMTE BRIEFWECHSEL IST AN DEN GENERALSEKRETAR ZU RICHTEN -- TODA LA CORRESPONDENCIA DEBE DIRIGIRSE AL SECRETARIO GENERAL



The ITUC has on several occasions expressed ifs @meern at the level of trade union
repression in Iran. Contrary to what governmenhatuities have stated in a recent letter
to us, trade union activists in Iran cannot be ceduo a few individuals. The number of
activists is significant and they spread over saveectors in Iran, like sugar industry
workers, car factory workers, textile workers, thes workers, metal workers, bakers,
writers and teachers.

These union activists are part of a larger movememtan trying to address injustices
committed against ordinary workers. Unfair workingnditions, low wages or back
wages. Actions to promote better working and kivconditions do not pose a threat to
the Iranian state. On the contrary they are ainmedelping the Iranian people and the
state in prospering.

Unfortunately, the Iranian authorities have choserepress all attempts by workers and
unionists to demand for basic workers’ rights.

The ITUC believes that your government should reai®er its policy of repression, since
Iranian workers will never give up their struggler fair wages and better living and
working conditions. International support will alsot waiver. The ITUC will continue its
campaign of solidarity with Iranian workers fighgifior fundamental workers’ rights and
should the arrests and detentions continue we @eehoice but to call on our members
across the world to condemn trade union repressitnan once more.

| trust that you will pay attention to this impamtamatter and ensure that the police and
the justice system, including the courts are nedu® condemn workers for legitimate
trade union activities.

Yours sincerely,

General Secretary
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