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President Obama Announces More Key Administration Posts 
  

President Obama said, "I’m grateful for the service of these individuals at this critical time 
for our nation. Their collective backgrounds and distinct experiences will help keep our 
nation safe and put our country on a path to prosperity. I look forward to working with 
them in the months and years ahead." 
 
President Obama announced his intent to nominate the following individuals today: 
 
 
Deborah A. P. Hersman, Nominee for Chairman, National Transportation Safety Board 

As a Board Member of the NTSB since June, 2004, Ms. Hersman has served as the Board’s 
representative at 15 accidents including the fatal crash of a regional jet in Lexington, KY, 
the collision of a container ship into the San Francisco Bay Bridge, and the crash of a 
private airplane into a New York City building.  Ms. Hersman has chaired a number of 
public events hosted by the NTSB, including a two-day forum on motorcycle safety, a 
public hearing on motor coach safety, and public hearings on two significant aviation 
accidents.  Ms. Hersman holds a motorcycle endorsement as well as a commercial drivers 
license with passenger, school bus, and air brake endorsements.  She is a certified Child 
Passenger Safety Technician.  Before joining the NTSB, Ms. Hersman was a Senior 
Professional Staff Member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation from 1999 to 2004 where she was responsible for the legislative agenda 
and policy initiatives affecting surface transportation issues, including economic and safety 
regulation of railroads, trucks, buses, pipelines, and hazardous materials transportation.  
Prior to that appointment, she served as Staff Director and Senior Legislative Aide to 
Congressman Bob Wise of West Virginia from 1992 to 1999.  Ms. Hersman received 
undergraduate degrees from Virginia Tech and a Master of Science in Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution from George Mason University in Virginia. 
 
 

 


