



































Ellen Arbogast became the first woman in IAM history to give the

report of a Grand Lodge Convention Law Committee. Arbogast, a
34-vear member of St. Louis, MO Local 1345 and Business Repre-
sentative for District 9, served as Law Committee Secretary.

Delegates Consider Constitutional

Amendments and Resolutions

On Day Four of the IAM 38th Grand Lodge Conven-
tion, delegates took action on a number of proposals
to amend the IAM Constitution. Ellen Arbogast, the
first female Law Committee Secretary in IAM history,
presented the Committee’s report. Under the IAM
Constitution, the Law Committee reviews proposed
amendments to the Constitution and presents their
recommendations to the delegates. Delegates then
vote to adopt or reject those recommendations.

After healthy debate, delegates voted on a wide
range of proposed amendments. Delegates adopted
an amendment to give the Executive Council more op-
tions to set Associate Member fees and several propos-
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als to update and clarify language in the IAM Con-
stitution.

Delegates did not adopt proposals to change
the per-capita-tax structure, with many delegates
saying that the system put in place at the 2008 Con-
vention has been working well and should not be
changed.

Delegates agreed with the Law Committee’s rec-
ommendation and voted not to change strike ben-
efits or current eligibility rules to ensure the Strike
Fund stays healthy. Proposals to expand the use of
absentee ballots were not adopted, delegates cited
the need to encourage face-to-face participation in
lodge business and felt that past actions to expand
absentee ballot provisions are adequate.

Proposals to change the schedule of local lodge
elections and electronic fund payments were also
turned down by the delegates. The Law Committee
pointed out that the Constitution currently allows
the General Secretary-Treasurer and the lodges nec-
essary discretion to use that type of payment.

Other proposals rejected by the delegates in-
cluded: mandatory attendance at the Winpisinger
Center for certain newly-elected lodge officers; set-
ting a minimum number of members for lodges
to have Business Representatives; and mandating
lodge affiliations with respective state or local retir-
ee organizations, with delegates allowing lodges to
continue making those decisions at the lodge level.

UR DEVICE TO




Resolution Action

Delegates concluded the fourth day of the
Convention by endorsing the recommendations
of the Resolutions Committee on more than two
dozen proposed resolutions, including more than
twenty resolutions relating to job creation, training
and safety. Delegates also unanimously approved
resolutions expressing support for members of the
armed services and the Union Veterans Council, as
well as resolutions in support for the rights of in-
digenous residents of the U.S. and Canada.

Delegates debated and voted on proposals to amend the IAM Constitution
and resolutions on the fourth day of the 38th Grand Lodge Convention.
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