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TTD,	
  Transportation	
  Secretary	
  Foxx	
  
Hold	
  Roundtable	
  to	
  Advance	
  Priorities	
  
	
  
Washington,	
  DC—	
  Today	
  the	
  Transportation	
  Trades	
  Department,	
  AFL-­‐CIO	
  (TTD)	
  and	
  its	
  32	
  
member	
  unions	
  hosted	
  a	
  Roundtable	
  with	
  Transportation	
  Secretary	
  Anthony	
  Foxx	
  to	
  urge	
  
action	
  on	
  a	
  broad	
  policy	
  agenda	
  unveiled	
  by	
  TTD	
  unions	
  in	
  February:	
  
	
  
“Washington,	
  DC	
  is	
  too	
  often	
  defined	
  by	
  dysfunction	
  and	
  inaction,”	
  said	
  TTD	
  President	
  
Edward	
  Wytkind,	
  following	
  the	
  Roundtable.	
  “Today’s	
  dialogue	
  with	
  Secretary	
  Foxx	
  focused	
  
on	
  how	
  we	
  can	
  cooperate	
  to	
  break	
  this	
  cycle	
  of	
  gridlock	
  and	
  make	
  meaningful	
  progress	
  on	
  
the	
  transportation	
  issues	
  that	
  confront	
  the	
  nation.”	
  
	
  
“Working	
  to	
  ensure	
  critical	
  investments	
  in	
  our	
  transportation	
  system	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  one	
  
of	
  TTD’s	
  greatest	
  strengths,”	
  said	
  Secretary	
  Foxx.	
  “At	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation,	
  we	
  
recognize	
  our	
  transportation	
  union	
  partners	
  as	
  essential	
  allies	
  in	
  keeping	
  workers	
  safe	
  and	
  
maintaining	
  America’s	
  competitiveness	
  in	
  the	
  global	
  economy.”	
  
	
  
A	
  major	
  topic	
  of	
  discussion	
  is	
  how	
  the	
  Administration	
  can	
  work	
  with	
  TTD	
  affiliates	
  and	
  
Congress	
  to	
  finally	
  complete	
  the	
  rewrite	
  of	
  several	
  overdue	
  transportation	
  laws	
  including	
  
the	
  highway/transit,	
  aviation,	
  rail	
  safety,	
  Amtrak	
  and	
  hazardous	
  materials	
  reauthorizations.	
  
	
  
“Our	
  unions	
  emphasized	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  action	
  on	
  legislative	
  initiatives	
  that	
  protect	
  good	
  
transportation	
  jobs,	
  expand	
  transportation	
  investments	
  and	
  address	
  mounting	
  safety	
  
threats,”	
  Wytkind	
  said.	
  “We	
  also	
  warned	
  against	
  wrongheaded	
  reforms	
  that	
  would	
  
undermine	
  collective	
  bargaining	
  rights	
  or	
  worker	
  protections	
  in	
  our	
  laws.”	
  
	
  
TTD	
  affiliates	
  pressed	
  for	
  strong	
  enforcement	
  of	
  aviation	
  trade	
  agreements	
  to	
  ensure	
  U.S.	
  
airlines	
  and	
  their	
  employees	
  can	
  compete	
  on	
  a	
  level	
  playing	
  field.	
  And	
  TTD	
  unions	
  urged	
  
more	
  action	
  to	
  fortify	
  and	
  expand	
  the	
  U.S.-­‐flag	
  maritime	
  sector	
  and	
  specifically	
  the	
  Maritime	
  
Security	
  Program.	
  
	
  
“We	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  engage	
  on	
  globalization	
  and	
  trade	
  issues	
  that	
  if	
  left	
  unchecked,	
  
threaten	
  to	
  destroy	
  the	
  middle	
  class	
  jobs	
  that	
  for	
  decades	
  have	
  been	
  the	
  cornerstone	
  of	
  the	
  
transportation	
  sector,”	
  Wytkind	
  added.	
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