A Look Back to the IAM’s 1968 Chicago Convention
The 39th IAM Grand Lodge Convention brings the union back to the site of its 27th convention in 1968. The Hilton Chicago was then named the Conrad Hilton, but it was just as much at the center of the action for Chicago and the IAM.
Occurring just weeks after the turbulent Democratic National Convention, the IAM’s convention was both a gathering to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the union and to set the course for the future. Similar to today, the IAM was under new leadership, with a new international president, a new general secretary-treasurer and four new general vice presidents. The convention welcomed 2,036 delegates to the hotel and meeting center.
The convention marked the first time the IAM surpassed 1 million members and East Hartford, CT Local 1746 member Tim Braunstein was hailed as “Mr. One Millionth Member” that year. 
Since the previous convention in 1964, membership had grown by nearly 200,000. Capitalizing on the dance craze of the time, the IAM was dubbed the “Go-Go Union” by many of its members because of its organizing successes. 
The proceedings and actions by the delegates were influenced by the events earlier that year. In April 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis, TN, triggering riots and unrest all over the country. 
An Associated Press photograph was taken from the rooftop of the IAM headquarters building in Washington, DC, showing the fires in the city. The photograph unexpectedly exposed millions of Americans to the recently redesigned IAM flag that was prominently displayed. 
Public visibility of the IAM and its steady growth was not taken for granted by the delegates or its leadership. It was noted by then International President Roy Siemiller that the IAM was one of the country’s three or four largest unions that no one has heard of. He also introduced a plan for the future and many of his comments ring true nearly 50 years later.
“When they put a 10 percent surtax on incomes, they were hitting the working man right in his grocery money. But some of the big rich won’t feel it at all because, unlike you and me, they don’t pay taxes,” said Siemiller. “Another development which has concerned Machinists conventions in the past and which will even more directly affect the welfare of Machinists members in the future, is the quickening pace of technological development.”
The importance of explaining union values to younger workers was also recognized.
“We realize we are dealing with a generation that has no knowledge of why unions are necessary, what we have contributed to their welfare in the workplace or how we serve their needs today,” said Siemiller. “As a part of our effort to offset the apathy or even outright hostility of many youngsters coming into the workforce, we have developed kits and materials that are especially designed for and aimed at new members.”
As the 39th IAM Grand Lodge Convention commences, big money, technology and organizing young workers continue to take center stage.
CAPTION (GoGo Union): 
In 1968, not even miniskirts were immune to the organizing efforts of the IAM.
CAPTION (Flag): 
The recently redesigned IAM flag was seen by millions during the 1968 riots in this Associated Press photograph taken from the rooftop of the union’s headquarters in Washington, DC.

Convention Badges: By Machinists, for Machinists
The right to wear the badge as a delegate for the IAM’s 39th Grand Lodge Convention carries great responsibility. Each delegate carries a voice for their local lodge, and will use that to guide the direction the IAM will take for the next four years. For that reason, the badge must be something as special as the occasion.
This year’s badges are proudly produced by members of IAM Local 447 at Norco, Inc. The members employed at the Garwood, NJ company produce badges, pins, die struck medals, challenge coins and many other custom made products. 
The quality and craftsmanship stands out. Each one hand painted, one at a time. Unique as the person whose neck it hangs from. 
The work that goes into painting the badges parallels the work of the Grand Lodge Convention delegates; it’s tedious, labor intensive and vitally important. Like the painting of the badges, the delegates hold the future of the final product in their hands. Their final product is what our great union does over the next four years.
The weight of the craftsmanship hanging from the neck of each convention delegate is a reminder of the great responsibility they carry with them. The IAM Brothers and Sisters who made the badges understood this and put “Machinist Pride” into the work of every one. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Caption: IAM International President Bob Martinez picks up his badge for the 2016 Grand Lodge Convention.

A Tale of Two Gavels
One of the time-honored IAM convention traditions is the presentation of a custom-made convention gavel to the international president. This year, International President Bob Martinez received two. He was presented a machined metal gavel along with a wooden palm gavel.
The metal gavel, composed of bronze, stainless steel and aluminum, was originally designed on a bar napkin following the 2012 Toronto Grand Lodge Convention.
Bridgeton, MO Local 688 President Steve Kortz and East Alton, IL Local 660 member Terry Healey machined the gavel head, handle and striker plate. Local 688 members Jeff Johnson and Rich Hambrook created the etching and inlays.
Among the gavel’s details are representations of many of the IAM’s trades, the IAM gear logo and this year’s convention logo. The handle is a reproduction of a machinists’ micrometer, including an etched thimble and a measurement reading of .688 to represent Local 688. The steel striker plate has a large IAM logo with gold and black inlays.
Woodworker Special Representative Bob Walls designed the palm gavel and International Falls, MN Local W33 member Bob French crafted it from a black ash burl on his property. He roughed out a blank, which he sent to be stabilized through a special pressuring process. After weeks of treatment, the burl was patiently turned on a wood lathe to give the gavel its distinct shape. 
To complete the project, French sanded the gavel with a range of 200 to 2,000 grit papers. He applied a clear coat finish, which enhances in the unique three-dimensional burl grain pattern.
CAPTION (Metal Gavel): 
The metal convention gavel includes the IAM and 39th Grand Lodge Convention logos and representations of many of the IAM’s trades. It was presented by Bridgeton, MO Local 688 and East Alton, IL Local 660.
CAPTION (Burl Gavel): 
The wooden convention gavel is uniquely designed and was crafted from a black ash burl. International Falls, MN Local W33 and District W3 presented it.


Add Your Voice to #IAM2016
But first, let me take a selfie.
We want you to help document this historic week. So when you post your thoughts on Twitter, Instagram or Facebook, please use the official Convention hashtag: #IAM2016.
We’ll be sharing the best from #IAM2016 on the IAM’s social media profiles. 
Find us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.
You can access all our social media profiles, and more, on the 2016 IAM Convention app. Download it for free from the Apple or Android app stores.
We’ll also be posting updates all week long at Convention.GoIAM.org.  
Have a question? Tweet it to @MachinistsUnion. We’ll do our best to get you an answer as soon as possible.
w/ graphic

A Labor Day Message from International President Bob Martinez
As always when we celebrate Labor Day, we have an important responsibility to honor the struggles and sacrifices of those sisters and brothers who secured the rights we enjoy today. 
IAM members understand that child labor laws, safe work environments, health care and the eight-hour workday did not come from the benevolence of employers or government. These and many other worker protections are the result of many long hard fights.  We must continue the fight to protect the rights those who preceded us secured for our benefit and the benefit of future generations.  We have an obligation to pay it forward.
Right now, when we look at the actions of many corporations and right-wing politicians, it is obvious the fight for workers’ rights and human rights is far from over.  Right-to-work (for less) laws are either on the books or proposed across the continent. Multi-national corporations are using their financial clout to push thinly veiled anti-worker trade deals, like the Trans-Pacific Partnership, down our throats.
But the good news is that we are using our power and working with allies in government and working people everywhere to defeat them. We are mobilizing and engaging younger workers and community groups to join with organized labor to protect and expand the rights our predecessors struggle and sacrificed secured for us.  When we are unified and ready to fight, we are capable of great things.
The 39th IAM Grand Lodge Convention is in full swing this Labor Day – there is no better or fitting time for us to gather together and confront the challenges we face. The delegates will be using their voices to send a clear and unequivocal message to those corporations and right –wing politicians who seek to roll back the clock on the middle class – “Not now, not on our watch.” The delegates will also bring a positive message about the future of the IAM to their local lodges, families and communities.
From my family to yours, please have a safe and enjoyable Labor Day weekend.

In solidarity,
Bob Martinez
International President


Take a Tour of Chicago’s Labor History
Chicago is considered by many to be the birthplace of the American labor movement, home to more “Local 1” unions than any other city. 
No wonder it’s knows as “the city that works.”
For more than two centuries, that’s exactly what Chicagoans have done. There’s a wealth of labor history here, much of it involving the sacrifice, and even bloodshed, of working men and women. 
Here’s just a few of the many landmarks near the Chicago Hilton that would be worth checking out if you or your guests have time:
Hull House Museum
800 S. Halstead St.
1.6 miles from Chicago Hilton
You’ll find two restored original buildings from Chicago's first settlement house, founded by Jane Addams in 1889. Addams devoted her life to social improvement, the abolishment of sweatshops, and securing the passage of legislation to improve working conditions. Hours are Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday noon to 4 p.m. Admission is free.

Chicago Labor Mural: The Worker
4859 S. Wabash Ave.
6.2 miles from Chicago Hilton
Depicts the 20th century history of labor-management struggle in Chicago’s meatpacking industry. The mural is located on the south exterior of the former headquarters building of United Packinghouse Workers of America, District 1, now the Charles Hayes Family Investment Center. It was created in 1974 by William Walker, "the father of the Chicago mural movement.”

Haymarket Martyrs Monument
900 S. Des Plaines Ave., Forest Park, IL
10.8 miles from Chicago Hilton
The monument, by sculptor Albert Weinert, is located in Forest Home (Waldheim) Cemetery, just south of the Eisenhower Expressway. It marks the graves of seven of the eight Haymarket martyrs and is dedicated to the four men hanged for the Haymarket bombing of May 4, 1886. It depicts a laurel wreath being placed on the brow of the fallen hero, as the figure of Justice advances resolutely toward the future. The cemetery closes at dark.
A. Philip Randolph Pullman Porter Museum
10406 S. Maryland Ave.
15.6 miles from Chicago Hilton
The privately-run museum was founded in 1995 as a tribute to Pullman porters, whose union, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, was the first black labor union to negotiate a collective bargaining agreement with a major corporation. The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters would merge into the Transportation Communications Union, now a sister union of the IAM. Hours are Thursday to Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more landmarks, see the 2016 IAM Grand Lodge Convention Travel Guide.



