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International President Bob Martinez kicked off the 39th IAM Grand Lodge Convention in Chicago with an impassioned keynote address to the more than 1,200 delegates in attendance.

“Are you ready to put the fight back into the Fighting Machinists?” Martinez challenged the delegates early in his address.

With organizing new members an essential task to grow and sustain the IAM, Martinez spoke of the IAM’s new approach to bringing in new members.

“We must be bold enough and confident enough to come up with new organizing strategies,” said Martinez. “Our life blood and our future depend on organizing.”

To better service members at the negotiating table, he announced the program to deliver the union’s negotiations prep training to the field for locals and districts that are unable to travel to the Winpisinger Center.

“One of the best suggestions from members has been to make our negotiations prep training available to more bargaining committees,” said Martinez. “It’s also designed to strengthen the critical link that shop stewards play in the bargaining process. Stewards are truly the backbone of this union.”

In closing, Martinez thanked the member delegates for being a vital part in the IAM’s future.


A Labor Day Message from International President Bob Martinez
As always when we celebrate Labor Day, we have an important responsibility to honor the struggles and sacrifices of those sisters and brothers who secured the rights we enjoy today. 
IAM members understand that child labor laws, safe work environments, health care and the eight-hour workday did not come from the benevolence of employers or government. These and many other worker protections are the result of many long hard fights.  We must continue the fight to protect the rights those who preceded us secured for our benefit and the benefit of future generations.  We have an obligation to pay it forward.
Right now, when we look at the actions of many corporations and right-wing politicians, it is obvious the fight for workers’ rights and human rights is far from over.  Right-to-work (for less) laws are either on the books or proposed across the continent. Multi-national corporations are using their financial clout to push thinly veiled anti-worker trade deals, like the Trans-Pacific Partnership, down our throats.
But the good news is that we are using our power and working with allies in government and working people everywhere to defeat them. We are mobilizing and engaging younger workers and community groups to join with organized labor to protect and expand the rights our predecessors struggle and sacrificed secured for us.  When we are unified and ready to fight, we are capable of great things.
The 39th IAM Grand Lodge Convention is in full swing this Labor Day – there is no better or fitting time for us to gather together and confront the challenges we face. The delegates will be using their voices to send a clear and unequivocal message to those corporations and right –wing politicians who seek to roll back the clock on the middle class – “Not now, not on our watch.” The delegates will also bring a positive message about the future of the IAM to their local lodges, families and communities.
From my family to yours, please have a safe and enjoyable Labor Day weekend.

In solidarity,
Bob Martinez
International President
w/ graphic

A Tale of Two Gavels
One of the time-honored IAM convention traditions is the presentation of a custom-made convention gavel to the international president. This year, International President Bob Martinez will be using two throughout the convention. He was presented a machined metal gavel along with a wooden palm gavel.
The metal gavel, composed of bronze, stainless steel and aluminum, was originally designed on a bar napkin following the 2012 Toronto Grand Lodge Convention.
Bridgeton, MO Local 688 President Steve Kortz and East Alton, IL Local 660 member Terry Healey machined the gavel head, handle and striker plate. Local 688 members Jeff Johnson and Rich Hambrook created the etching and inlays.
Among the gavel’s details are representations of many of the IAM’s trades, the IAM gear logo and this year’s convention logo. The handle is a reproduction of a machinists’ micrometer, including an etched thimble and a measurement reading of .688 to represent Local 688. The steel striker plate has a large IAM logo with gold and black inlays.
Woodworker Special Representative Bob Walls designed the palm gavel and International Falls, MN Local W33 member Bob French crafted it from a black ash burl on his property. He roughed out a blank, which he sent to be stabilized through a special pressuring process. After weeks of treatment, the burl was patiently turned on a wood lathe to give the gavel its distinct shape. 
To complete the project, French sanded the gavel with a range of 200 to 2,000 grit papers. He applied a clear coat finish, which enhances in the unique three-dimensional burl grain pattern.
CAPTION (Metal Gavel): 
The metal convention gavel includes the IAM and 39th Grand Lodge Convention logos and representations of many of the IAM’s trades. It was presented by Bridgeton, MO Local 688 and East Alton, IL Local 660.
CAPTION (Burl Gavel): 
The wooden convention gavel is uniquely designed and was crafted from a black ash burl. International Falls, MN Local W33 and District W3 presented it.

Video: Meet Lucinda Clark, Grand Lodge Convention Stalwart 
[INSERT VIDEO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDalcxbwrEY] 
San Diego Local 755 Delegate Lucinda Clark has been a Sergeant-at-Arms at her local for more than 40 years. She loves attending Grand Lodge Conventions. 
“I’m a strong union person and I love my union,” said Clark. “My advice is to stick with your union,” said Clark.
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