
 

 
 

 

The General Assembly 
State of Iowa 

Ninety-First General Assembly 
STATEHOUSE 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

February 26, 2026 

 

Marc Bitzer 

Whirlpool Corporation 

2000 N M-63 

Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

 

CC: Karen C. Orvick, Human Resources Manager 

CC: Sarah M. Tommelein, Site Manager 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 

We are writing to express our deep concern regarding the announced layoff of nearly 350 employees at the 

Amana, Iowa, Whirlpool plant, and encourage you to reconsider your decision.  

 

For nearly 100 years, the Amana plant has been a cornerstone of this eastern Iowa community’s identity and 

economy. Far before its purchase by Whirlpool Corporation, the Amana plant employed generations of Iowa 

families and propped up the community with its reputation for steady, reliable jobs – just as reliable as the 

household appliances its workers are proud to build by hand each day.  

 

It is because of these generations of hardworking Iowans that Whirlpool grew into an industry-leading 

manufacturer. Without their dedication, Whirlpool wouldn’t have become the iconic household name it is 

today.  

 

It’s a point of pride for hundreds of working families in the Amana community. That’s why losing such a 

significant portion of its workforce will reverberate far beyond its factory walls.  

 

These recently-announced reductions follow the layoff of 250 Amana Whirlpool employees in late 2025, 

bringing the total number of displaced workers to 600 – nearly one-third of Amana’s total population.  

 

Meanwhile, Whirlpool’s corporate profits have skyrocketed, yet its workers fail to see any benefit. Simply put, 

they deserve better.  

 

Since 2006, Whirlpool has received $21.5 million in investment from the State of Iowa in the form of grants, 

tax credits, and infrastructure assistance. At the same time, Whirlpool has invested more than $1 billion to grow 

its presence in Mexico, tripling its workforce there while slashing jobs for Americans.  



It’s an insult to Whirlpool workers, the Amana community, and every Iowan whose tax dollars have bolstered 

Whirlpool’s profits over the last two decades.  

 

While it’s difficult to quantify just how deeply these cuts will further gut the community, one thing is clear: the 

impact will be significant. These workers have spent their lives dedicated to crafting high-quality Whirlpool 

appliances and elevating the Whirlpool brand. They’ve had Whirlpool’s back for decades – and their families 

deserve the same in return.  

 

For these reasons, we respectfully ask you to reconsider the planned layoffs at the Amana Whirlpool facility. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sen. Janice Weiner, Senate Minority Leader 

Sen. Liz Bennett, Senate District 39 

Sen. Tony Bisignano, Senate District 15 

Sen. Matt Blake, Senate District 22 

Sen. Molly Donahue, Senate District 37 

Sen. Bill Dotzler, Senate District 31 

Sen. Catelin Drey, Senate District 1 

Sen. Renee Hardman, Senate District 16 

Sen. Izaah Knox, Senate District 17  

Sen. Janet Petersen, Senate District 18 

Sen. Herman Quirmbach, Senate District 25 

Sen. Art Staed, Senate District 40 

Sen. Tom Townsend, Senate District 36 

Sen. Sarah Trone Garriott, Senate District 14 

Sen. Zach Wahls, Senate District 43 

Sen. Cindy Winckler, Senate District 49 

Sen. Mike Zimmer, Senate District 35 

Rep. Brian Meyer, House Minority Leader 

Rep. Jerome Amos Jr., House District 62 

Rep. Austin Baeth, House District 36 

Rep. Sean Bagniewski, House District 35 

Rep. Timi Brown-Powers, House District 61 

Rep. Jeff Cooling, House District 77 

Rep. Ken Croken, House District 97 

Rep. Tracy Ehlert, House District 79 

Rep. Ruth Ann Gaines, House District 33 

Rep. Eric Gjerde, House District 74 

Rep. Dan Gosa, House District 81 

Rep. Dave Jacoby, House District 86 

Rep. Lindsay James, House District 71 

Rep. Rob Johnson, House District 34 

Rep. Kenan Judge, House District 27 

Rep. Jennifer Konfrst, House District 32 

Rep. Bob Kressig, House District 75 

Rep. Monica Kurth, House District 98 

Rep. Elinor Levin, House District 89 

Rep. Mary Madison, House District 31 

Rep. Heather Matson, House District 42 

Rep. Larry McBurney, House District 44 

Rep. Amy Nielsen, House District 85 

Rep. Rick Olson, House District 39 

Rep. Angel Ramirez, House District 78 

Rep. J.D. Scholten, House District 1 

Rep. Megan Srinivas, House District 30 

Rep. Josh Turek, House District 20  

Rep. Beth Wessel-Kroeschell, House District 49 

Rep. Aime Wichtendahl, House District 80 

Rep. Ross Wilburn, House District 50 

Rep. Elizabeth Wilson, House District 73 

Rep. Adam Zabner, House District 90 

 

 


